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Isaiah 40—55


Reflection on Isaiah 43:22-25














Introduction: Content and Structure


· Since 1895, scholars have broke down the structure of Isaiah into three parts
· 1-39 (739-700 B.C.) Assyrian Crisis
· 40-55 (545-535 B.C.) Babylonian Exile
· 56-66 (520-500 B.C.) Persian Return




· Theologically, 40-55 has to do with the unmerited grace of God that forms the basis of God’s future saving action, while 56-66 largely focuses on Israel’s response to God’s unconditional saving action.


















Themes

1. Grace

· 41:8-20


· 42:10-17



· 43:1-44:5



· 44:21-28



· 45:14-25



· 49:14-16a 





2. The Glory and Majesty of God

· God does everything ultimately to glorify himself

· Westminster Catechism: “the chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever”

· Piper: “the chief end of God is to glorify himself and enjoy Himself forever.” 


a. Purpose clauses in Isaiah

· 41:20


· 43:7


· 43:18-21 


· 45:3-7 (esp. v. 3 in light of 44:24-44:7)


· 45:9-10 (potter and the clay)


· 46:8-11 (I am God and there is no other)


· 48:9-11 (for my own sake!! 




· Elsewhere in Scripture:

· Exodus (“that you may know that I am the LORD…”)


· Ezekiel, over 70x (“that you may know that I am the LORD…”)


· Ezek 36


· Rom 11:33-36


· Rev 4-5 throne room scene (5:9-10, 12-14)



b. God’s power and mastery over creation





3. The Gospel













· Gospel in Isaiah and the New Testament




4. Servant of the LORD


· Isa 41:8, 9; 42:1, 19; 43:10; 44:1, 2, 21, 26; 45:4; 48:20; 49:5, 6; 50:10; 52:13; 53:11; 54:17

· Identity: Three main views

· Individual (Isaiah, 20:3; Eliakim, 22:20)


· Messianic 


· Collective (41:8-9)





“On the one hand, the Servant is the people of God. But on the other hand, the Servant is the One who incarnates servanthood and Godhood, who shows us the nature of servanthood and is so doing enables us to become that servant” (Oswalt, 52). 



· In the New Testament, we see Jesus (the Servant) identified with the nation (the servant).


· “Son of God” (Matt 2:15; quoting Hos 11:1; cf. Exod 4; Deut 8)



· Temptation in the wilderness (Matt 4)



· Gal 3:16, 29. 



· Messiah’s “corporate identity.” 





5. The Spirit as an agent of Redemption


· NT = John 3; Rom 8


· Isaiah 44:3; cf. 32:15; 59:21; 61:1



· The outpouring of the Spirit taps into an important theme of redemption in the prophets: Isa 32:15; Ezek 39:39; Joel 2:28-30; Zech 12:10. 




· The image of  water in a dry land is frequent in Isaiah (12:3; 30:25; 32:2, 15; 33:21; 35:6; 41:18; 43:20; 51:3; 55:1; 66:12) 



Isaiaf 40—55

ductin: Content andStracturs




